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GLOBAL REGIMES, LOCAL AGENDAS
Sport, Resistance and the Mediation of Dissent

Mark Falcous
University of Otago, Dunedin, New Zealand

Michael Silk
University of Bath, UK

Abstract Rearticulating Chen (1992, 1994; see also Silk and Andrews, 2005), this article argues for
the need to establish an agenda of ‘internationalist localism’ to analyse the place of sport within
unfolding socio-political agendas of neoliberal globalization. In doing so, it constitutes a response to
calls within the academy to register critical, reflective responses to ongoing international crises
(Martin and Shohat, 2002; Denzin and Lincoln, 2003). We thus extend recent calls to interrogate sport
as a site through which various socio-political discourses are mobilized in the organization and 
discipline of daily life in the service of particular political agendas (Andrews, 1995). We do so by
illustrating both the global extent of these agendas and the locally conjunctural nature of such pro-
cesses. We centre upon the case of Aboriginal Muslim-Australian boxer Anthony Mundine, and the
response to his post-9/11 criticism of Australian involvement in the US-led ‘War on Terror’. Mundine
was vilified and demonized within the Australian corporate media, and sanctioned by world boxing
bodies. Critically, the dominant media discourse of the moment revealed that inherently local agendas
contour the connection of the national with the global. Specifically, the contested nature of Australian
identities in and through the framing and rebuttal of dissent are writ large in responses to global events.
Thus, the intimate, yet nuanced connection between local and global power dynamics is revealed.

Key words • dissent • local/global • media • Mundine • terrorism

Following a successful start to his boxing career, prominent Muslim-Australian
Aboriginal Anthony Mundine appeared on the Australian Channel 9 Today show
(a high-rating daytime show) in late October 2001. Interviewed by presenter
Richard Wilkins, Mundine was questioned about the deployment of Australian
troops to Afghanistan at that time. The full dialogue of the significant part of the
interview proceeded as follows:

Wilkins: As one of Australia’s more prominent Muslims, do you support Australian troops
going to Afghanistan?
Mundine: Do I support? No. I really feel that it’s not our problem and it’s unfortunate that
our country has to be involved. But, at the end of the day, I really feel that we’re trying to
bring peace and humanity amongst every culture and every religion.
Wikins: So you don’t support your Australian fellow countrymen going to the other side of
the world, standing up against the sort of terrorism we’ve witnessed in the past six weeks?

INTERNATIONAL REVIEW FOR THE SOCIOLOGY OF SPORT 41/3–4(2006) 317–338 317

© Copyright ISSA and SAGE Publications (Los Angeles, London, New Delhi and Singapore)
www.sagepublications.com
10.1177/1012690207079230

 use or unauthorized distribution.
© 2006 International Sociology of Sport Association and SAGE Publications. All rights reserved. Not for commercial

 at SAGE Publications on January 3, 2008 http://irs.sagepub.comDownloaded from 

http://irs.sagepub.com


Mundine: Well, it’s . . . they call it an act of terrorism. But, if you understand the religion and
our way of life that . . . it’s not about terrorism, it’s about fighting for God’s laws. And it’s
been brought upon . . . America’s brought it upon themselves in what they’ve done in the
history of time.

Mundine had, albeit clumsily and somewhat ambiguously, explained his opposi-
tion to Australian involvement in the ‘War on Terror’ by suggesting that inter-
pretations of 11 September 2001 needed to be located within historical contexts
and that perceptions of ‘terrorism’ were contextualized by one’s vision of right-
eousness. In doing so, he had refuted the dominant premise of mainstream 
political and media rhetoric within ‘the West’ at that moment — that is, the iso-
lation of contemporary events from history, and the insistence that terrorism is the
result of an evil impulse absent of context (see Butler, 2002; Johnson, 2002; Roy,
2004).

Within this article, we explore the response to Mundine’s publicly stated
opposition to Australian support for the US-led ‘War on Terror’. In doing so, we
seek to extend the literature that has explored the place of sport within the post-
11 September 2001 United States through addressing the relational contingencies
between local and global contexts. Through consideration of the often unques-
tioned and insidious, place of sport as a powerful economy of affect in the 
service of particular geo-political trajectories (see for example, King, 2004;
Falcous and Silk, 2005; Giardina, 2005; McDonald, 2005; Silk and Falcous,
2005) we address several intersecting issues. These include: the scope for politi-
cal dissent from prominent athletes; responses to that resistance; the politically
conservative agendas of sports governing bodies; and the role of the (sports)
media in ‘framing’ the national imaginary within unfolding global frames. In 
particular, we are concerned with local manifestations and discourses of power as
they relate to neoliberal trajectories of globalization, of which the ‘War on
Terror’ is but one manifestation. 

Sport, the Academy and ‘Policing the (International) Crisis’

Perhaps intensified after the ‘rupture in imperial management’ (Negri, in Cocco
and Lazzarato, 2002) on 11 September 2001, sport in the US has been re-
entrenched as a component of the contemporary lexicon of consensus within
which the seemingly pervasive and ubiquitous shift to the political right appears
as uncontested terrain. That is, in the service of particular political agendas, sport
has been insidiously mobilized as a powerful public pedagogy and has thus been
a component in cementing the organic success of the right in the US. As scholars
whose central focus is the critical interrogation of sport, it is essential to confront
such disquieting developments head-on, understand, interrogate and intervene in
the ‘moral’ regulation and management of populations by those who act on our
behalf, and mobilize dissent in the interests of minimizing the degree of oppres-
sion in people’s lives (Denzin, 2004a; Giroux, 2005). Leading the clarion call to
intervene and interrogate, and indeed, to mobilize dissent, Denzin and Lincoln
(2003: xv), with clear allusions to Hall et al. (1978), suggest a need to ‘police the
present international crisis’ — and for, a reinvigorated critical cultural studies
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that can provide the space for human, personal and biographical, critical, and
political reflection against a status quo. To remain silent, Denzin (2004b) argues,
is to be in collusion with this immoral political regime, is to ignore the moral
responsibilities afforded to us as academics and would allow for scholars of sport
(or otherwise) to be ‘mistaken for an anonymous functionary or careful bureau-
crat’ (Said, 1994: 13).

There is a small, yet burgeoning, literature that has investigated the place of
sport within a post-9/11 US characterized by: omnipresent fear; ongoing military
‘interventions’ and non-state terror acts; re-imagined and reasserted nation(s); the
glaring absence of media scrutiny; ‘homeland security’; legal reconfigurations
that curtail civil rights, and, the militarization of everyday life (see King, 2004;
Falcous and Silk, 2005; Giardina, 2005; McDonald, 2005; Silk and Andrews,
2005; Silk and Falcous, 2005). Necessarily, this work has focused on the mobi-
lization of sport within the United States as a symbolic tool in the contemporary
totalitarian regime’s ‘Orwellian’ theatre of misrepresentation and propaganda
(Denzin, 2004b). This focus is perhaps not surprising given the geographical
location of these scholars and their commitment to working through the most
defining and irreplaceable element of cultural studies: the relationship between
the theoretical and the empirical in a manner that acknowledges, and seeks to
explicate, the national (in this case) peculiarities of the context under scrutiny.

Our present, it has been argued however, is a time in which sovereign nation-
states as powerful leviathans have become extinct monoliths, supplanted by a
utopian vision of a benign and free floating market economy characterized by
accelerated economic momentum, free flows of capital without borders, surpra-
national juridicial structures, international cooperation, and global democracy, all
policed and supervised by imperial (as opposed to sovereign) rule (Hardt and
Negri, 2000; Wang, 2002). This trajectory of theoretical debate is significant in
providing the stimulus for explorations of the way in which various cultural
forms operate in the context of globally entwined geopolitics, contestation and
dissent. The cluster of associated questions surrounding the continued resonance
of national cultures — and resistance therein — needs unpacking. The task lies
in understanding how the contemporary nation — cultural, political, economic —
informs and is informed by global interconnectivity. That means thinking about
globalization as messy, paradoxical and at times contradictory, a set of processes
that directs us towards the intersections, disorders, and, juxtapositions of global,
national and local scenes, emergent modes of power, sovereignty, and resistance,
and, the (re)emergence of a sovereign nation-state — exemplified in the US case
— that has mobilized political will, civic spirit, patriotism, and national security,
silenced dissent, and curtailed, civil liberties (Ahmed, 2002; Dallmayr, 2002;
Kellner, 2002a, 2002b; Wang, 2002; Sivanandan, 2006).

This crabgrass-like conception of the intersections and entanglements
between local, global, and, perhaps other yet unimagined scales requires a theo-
retical and methodological toolbox that can aid in the construction of what
Grossberg (2006) has termed a radically contextualist history of the present. To
embrace complexity and contingency, and avoid the many faces of reductionism,
there is a need for scholars to reconstruct the conjunctural relations between the
scrap of ordinary under investigation (Frow and Morris, 2000) and the various
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forces operating within the social structure. We recognize that such an exercise
will be different for every piece of research that aims to excavate and theorize the 
contingent relations, structures and events that link the banal with prevailing
determinate forces given that there are no necessary correspondences and no 
necessary non-correspondences between one level of a social formation and
another, between the social structure and the human agent, or between a cultural
practice such as sport and the varied forces acting within a social structure (see
Hall, 1985; Grossberg, 1997, 2006; Andrews, 2002). Based in Andrews (2002)
sport without guarantees, we thus sought out the non-necessary correspondences
(Hall, 1985) as we set out to ‘unearth the socially and historically contingent
matrix of social, economic, political and technological articulations’ (Andrews,
2002: 114) that would allow us to reconstruct, remake and forge connections
between Aboriginal Muslim-Australian boxer Anthony Mundine and contempo-
raneous social structure.

As we moved in an array of different directions in our efforts to grapple with,
critically engage, or rework theory — or, as Stuart Hall (1992) rather eloquently
put it, ‘wrestling with angels’ — we found ourselves being drawn back to the
scholarship of Kuan-Hsing Chen (1992, 1994). Chen’s work recognized that 
capital, patriarchy and racism have no nationality; he proposed ‘where interna-
tional political and economic power has formed a solid alliance with local power
blocs, it makes no sense to struggle only on the level of the local’ (1992: 481).
While writing from a position advocating for interventional work in Taiwan that
delegitimated the political boundaries of the nation state and refused to reproduce
existing neo-colonial imperial power structures, Chen (1994) offered a strategy
that could simultaneously confront the local and international reconstruction 
of power. Chen (1994: 704) urged that local struggles be articulated with inter-
national connections; ‘though there will always exist polylogic and irresolvable
tensions along the edges of the local/global divide, that positioning is also the
energy source for theoretical innovation: changing historical conditions demand
a new internationalist localism.’ As Chen (1994: 681) pointed out, while ‘dis-
courses from elsewhere cannot be appropriated directly into immediate, situated
confrontation,’ there does appear to be conceptual relevance to articulating Chen
to both the spatial and temporal dimensions of our cultural research. That is, in
our present, a modified international localism provides us with a strategy that 
can address — as Ritzer (2004) would attest — how discourses from nowhere
(global) are challenged, solidified, intensified, resisted, or reworked somewhere
(the local).1

Thus, following Chen, it became clear that to recreate a radically contextual
history of the present (Grossberg, 2006) we needed to draw upon — or wrestle
with — what Chen (1994) described as an ‘internationalist localism’. That is, to
understand our present, we need to articulate how discourses from nowhere —
what Kincheloe and McLaren (2005: 305) identify as the American Empire’s
‘rank imperialist sham’ — become manifest, embodied, and, resisted somewhere:
within particular locales around the world (in our case Australia). Within the 
context of critical analyses of sport and physical culture, this approach is one that
can be used to insist on the dialectical or dialogical tensions of local and global.
As Silk and Andrews (2005) propose, an invocation of Chen (1992, 1994) can aid
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